Extensions: Examples of Great Saxophone Playing
Good models are absolutely crucial to developing musical skills. Below are links to some great
examples of saxophone playing. Encourage students to seek out examples of sax players they like.
Print this page for your students. Download it at: http://www.TeachingWoodwinds.com/resources

Classical Saxophone

Sonny Rollins plays tenor sax, too,
and here he plays one of his popular
tunes, the fun tune, St. Thomas.
http://is.gd/yuviyi

Jacques Ibert plays Concertino da
camera on alto saxophone.
http://is.gd/uzuvez
Otis Murphy plays the Concerto in
Eb Major by Alexander Glazunov.
http://is.gd/eduvih

John Coltrane plays tenor and
soprano sax. Here he plays a song
from The Sound of Music on soprano
sax, called My Favorite Things.
http://is.gd/imikuf

Amy Dickinson plays Philip Glass’s
Violin Concerto No. 1 on soprano
saxophone.
http://is.gd/eciyid

Gerry Mulligan plays baritone sax
and played with Chet Baker. Here he
plays All the Things You Are, with alto
saxophone player Paul Desmond.
http://is.gd/unisig

A London-Based saxophone quartet
called, Female Saxophone Quartet,
plays Libertango.
http://is.gd/evoney

Rock Saxophone
Casual Sax Quartet plays Michael
Jackson’s Thriller. http://is.gd/upiwul

A Dutch Saxophone Quartet
with soprano, alto, tenor, and baritone
saxes.
http://is.gd/egudov

Clarence Clemons played tenor
sax, and is most famous for playing
with Bruce Springsteen. Here is a
tribute to him.
http://is.gd/hoxuca

Jazz Saxophone
Cannonball Adderley plays alto
sax and played with Miles Davis. Here
he plays Autumn Leaves with Miles.
http://is.gd/odumib

Sonny Rollins, Tom Scott,
Michael Brecker, Alto Reed,
John Helliwell and others appear
in this tribute to 70s sax solos in rock.
http://is.gd/cihawu

Lester Young is an important tenor
sax player. Here he improvises on Fine
and Mellow. Billie Holiday sings.
http://is.gd/saluse

The Huge and the Tiny
Attilio Berni plays J’Elle Stainer on
the gigantic subcontrabass sax, then
takes an improvised solo on a tiny
sopranino saxophone.
http://is.gd/jageri

Coleman Hawkins plays tenor sax,
and here he trades improvising with
Charlie Parker.
http://is.gd/ocekum
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